
NOTICE OF DETERMINATION

To:  
County Clerk, County of Los Angeles 
From:
SCAQMD


12400 E. Imperial Highway, Room 2001

21865 Copley Drive

Norwalk, California 90630

Diamond Bar, CA 91765

SUBJECT:
FILING OF NOTICE OF DETERMINATION IN COMPLIANCE WITH SECTION 21108 OF THE PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE AND SECTION 15096 OF THE CEQA GUIDELINES

Project Title:  Addendum to the Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) for the Proposed LADWP Installation of a Combined Cycle Generating Facility at the Valley Generating Station 

SCH Number:  2001051035
Date Certified:  October 31, 2003
Contact Person:  Kathy C. Stevens
Telephone Number:  (909) 396-3439

Project Location(s):  LADWP Valley Generating Station, 11801 Sheldon Street, City of Los Angeles (Sun Valley).

Project Description:  To help the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP) comply with South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) regulations and improve in-Basin (South Coast Air Basin) power reliability, LADWP is proposing modifications to its Valley Generating Station (VGS).  In particular, the LADWP is proposing to install a new combined cycle generating facility (CCGF) at an existing generating station which  will replace four existing utility boilers with two combustion turbine generators (CTGs), a new steam turbine generator (STG), two heat recovery steam generators (HRSGs), and associated selective catalytic reduction (SCR) systems, cooling towers, and ancillary equipment.  

The January 2002 Final EIR identified three potentially significant adverse environmental impacts that cannot be reduced to a level of insignificance: 1) traffic during construction; 2) construction emissions; and 3) operational hazards.  The remaining impacts were either insignificant or could be mitigated to insignificance through implementing appropriate mitigation.

Subsequent to the certification of the FEIR in January 2002, LADWP proposed modifications to the project.  The SCAQMD reviewed the proposed modifications and determined that an Addendum is the appropriate document to address the proposed modifications to the project evaluated in the January 2002 FEIR because none of the conditions described in CEQA Guidelines §15162 would occur.

The purpose of the Addendum includes three parts:  (1) the correction of a typographical error; (2) clarification of a discussion associated with the change in service of an existing 171,000 barrel AST; and (3) the analysis of the current project proposal.  
The analysis in the Addendum focuses on the following two items.  First, additional information on the air quality impacts from the change in service of the existing 171,000 barrel AST.  Second, subsequent to the certification of the EIR, it was determined that the 171,000 barrel AST was in poor condition and not seismically sound.  As a result, a decision was made to demolish the existing 171,000-barrel AST instead of performing a change in service, and construct a new 60,000-barrel AST in the same location.  The Addendum also analyzed the environmental impacts from demolishing the 171,000 barrel AST and constructing a new 60,000 barrel AST to store emergency backup ultra low sulfur diesel fuel.

This is to advise that the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) as the Lead Agency for the above described project has made the following determinations regarding the above described project:

1. The proposed modifications to the original project described in the January 2002 FEIR, and in the October 2003 Addendum to the FEIR will not have a significant adverse impact on the environment.  

2. An October 2003 Addendum to the FEIR was prepared and certified for this project by the SCAQMD pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

3. Mitigation measures were not made a condition of the approval of this project. 
4. A Statement of Overriding Considerations was not required for this project since no new additional adverse significant impacts were identified.

The Addendum, January 2002 Final EIR, supporting documentation, and record of project approval may be examined at:  SCAQMD Headquarters, 21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765.


________________________
Signature:







  Date Received for filing


Barry R. Wallerstein, D.Env.

Executive Officer

South Coast Air Quality Management District


